Teaching clinical skills in musculoskeletal medicine: the use of structured clinical instruction modules.
To assess student evaluation, satisfaction, and examination outcomes for a new method of teaching musculoskeletal (MSK) medicine clinical skills, structured clinical instruction modules (SCIM), and to compare with the outcomes of a traditional method of teaching clinical skills (small group bedside tutorials). Year 2 students in a 4 year graduate medical school were taught using the method of bedside senior registrar teaching, supplemented by outpatient attendances in 1997 and by SCIM in 2000. All students in 1997 and 2000 were debriefed at the end of each unit of clinical skills teaching for student feedback on their teaching experience using a standardized questionnaire. At the end of the academic year, all students underwent an objective structured clinical examination (OSCE) in clinical skills that included rheumatology (hand examination) and orthopedic surgery (knee examination) stations. The effect of the method of teaching on the students' performance in the rheumatology (hand) and orthopedic surgery (knee) stations was analyzed. Sixty-seven students were taught clinical skills and completed the OSCE in 1997 and 78 students were taught clinical skills by SCIM and completed the OSCE in 2000. The teaching of orthopedics using traditional methods was poor, but there was no difference in satisfaction between traditional methods of teaching and SCIM for orthopedic surgery and rheumatology. There was no statistically significant difference in the performance of students in the hand OSCE stations in 2000 compared to the same station in 1997. There was a small but statistically significant difference in the performance of students in 1997 and 2000 in the knee station, the 1997 students performing better in this station. The SCIM is an effective method of teaching clinical skills in MSK medicine, comparable with patient partners and traditional registrar based bedside teaching methods, but it is less resource intensive.